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A Masters by Research (MRes / MSc by Research / MA by Research) is a
postgraduate degree designed for students who want to develop advanced research
skills and investigate a specific area of interest in depth.

Unlike a conventional taught Master's, a research degree places greater emphasis on
independent research, academic investigation and a substantial research project.
Depending on the university and course, there may also be research-methods training
or some taught modules.

It can be an excellent option for students considering:
- Academic or research careers
- Research roles in industry and organisations
- Progression to a PhD
- Developing specialist knowledge in a particular field
- Building advanced research and analytical skills

Common research areas
Research Master's programmes are available across a wide range of disciplines,
including:
- Business & Management
- Computing & Al
- Engineering
- Education
- Psychology
- Health & Life Sciences
- Social Sciences
- Environmental Sciences
- Arts & Humanities
Availability depends on the university and its current research strengths.

Who can apply?
Entry requirements vary considerably between universities and research areas.
Generally, applicants should have:
Academic qualifications
- Arelevant Bachelor's degree or equivalent qualification
- Normally a good academic background in a subject related to the proposed research
- Some universities may accept applicants with relevant professional or research
experience
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For example, some MRes programmes accept applicants with a 2:2 (lower second
class) or equivalent, while others may require a 2:1 (upper second class) or higher or a
relevant Master's qualification.

Research proposal
Many research Master's applications require a research proposal explaining what you
want to investigate and how you intend to conduct the research.
A strong proposal generally outlines:

- Research topic/title

- Research background and rationale

- Research question(s)

- Objectives

- Proposed methodology

- Expected contribution

- Initial references/literature
Important: Proposal requirements differ by university, so students should always follow
the specific university's guidelines.

English Language Requirements

International students normally need to demonstrate sufficient English proficiency.
The exact requirement is set by the university and may vary by course. A common
requirement for research Master's programmes is around IELTS 6.5 overall, often with
minimMum component scores, but some programmes may require higher scores or
accept alternative qualifications.

Can you apply without IELTS/PTE?

Potentially, yes.

Some universities may accept alternative evidence of English proficiency or assess
whether a student meets their English-language requirements through other accepted
qualifications.

However, being able to submit an application without IELTS/PTE does not
automatically mean that English evidence will not be required for the Student visa/
CAS process.

UK Student visa applicants must meet the applicable English-language requirement,
with the university determining how it assesses English in accordance with the relevant
rules.
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Application Process

Step 1 — Identify your research area
Choose a subject that aligns with your previous academic background,
experience and future career plans.

Step 2 — Shortlist universities
Look for universities with relevant research expertise and suitable supervision.

Step 3 — Prepare your research proposal
Develop a clear and realistic proposal based on the university's requirements.

Step 4 — Contact a potential supervisor
For some universities, contacting a potential supervisor before applying can
be beneficial or required.

Step 5 — Submit your application
Typically, applicants provide:
. Academic certificates/transcripts
- Passport
- CV
- Personal statement
- Research proposal
- English-language evidence
- References
- Other documents requested by the university

Step 6 — Interview / assessment

Some universities may invite applicants for an interview or further academic
discussion.

An interview is not automatically required for every Master's by Research
application. The university decides whether an interview is part of its
admissions process.

Step 7 — Offer » CAS » Student Visa

Once the applicant satisfies the university's conditions, the university can
proceed towards issuing the CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies)
required for the Student visa application.
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Is there a Pre-CAS Interview?

A Pre-CAS interview is not a universal UK requirement specifically for Master's by
Research students. However, a university may conduct its own credibility assessment,
interview or pre-CAS checks before issuing a CAS.

Therefore, MRes students may be asked to attend an interview, but it depends on
the university and the student's circumstances.

Students should be prepared to clearly explain:
- Why they selected the research topic
- Why they selected the university
- How the course relates to their previous education
- Their future career plans
- Their understanding of the proposed research

Fees & Financial Requirements
Tuition fees vary significantly according to:
- University
- Research area
- Course duration
- Location
- International student fee structure

Students should check the individual university for the latest international tuition fee.
For the Student visa, students must also satisfy the applicable financial requirements.
As of 2026, the standard maintenance requirement for most students is £1,529 per
month in London and £1,171 per month outside London, for up to 9 months, in
addition to the required course-fee evidence where applicable.

Research & Professional Careers
Research skills can be valuable in areas such as:

- Data & analytics

- Research organisations

- Business and consultancy

- Policy

- Education

- Technology

- Healthcare

- Engineering

- Market research
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Why Choose a Master's by Research?

A Master's by Research may be the right choice if you want to:

- Develop advanced research skills

- Explore a specialist subject in depth

- Work more independently than in a conventional taught Master's
- Prepare for PhD-level study

- Build academic writing and analytical skills

- Develop expertise in a specific research area
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